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Pal IXXII 4 
He ON, ſhe” he chli . te Need: 


101 . 


IHE Perſon iner of in to 
the Opinion of the learned Jews, 
and the full Meaning of the Words 

of the Pſalm, is thepromiſed Meſſiah, 


the Son of David, the King of Iſrael, and the 


Saviour of the World. Ihe Perſons delivered 


by his Power and 'Govdriefs are che Ohildren of 
the Poor. And the Time of Deliverance is an 


4 


evil Time, u hen Iniquity abounds, and the 


Circumſtanees of the Poor call for che Favour 


and protection of Providence in 4 ſpecial ol 1 


manner; for none are delivered from Good . 
der Evil. - Wor OY DO 4 
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In treating of the Text, I hall, firſt, conſider 
what are the Characters of an evil Time. 
Secondly, I ſhall ſhew, that the beſt Means 
of correcting the Evil, and reforming the 
Age, is a ſpecial Care of the Education 
⅛„ — — 
Thirdly, That the Reformation propoſed is 
more to be expected from the timely 
Education of the Children of the Poor, 
than the Children of the Rich. 
Laſily, That the Prophecy of the Text is 
partly fulfilled, and Salvation wrought to 
the Children of the Poor by ſuch Edu- 


cation. | 


Firſt, I ſhall conſider what are the Characters 
of an evil Time. No Time is evil in it ſelf, 
but in Reſpe& of the Manners and Opinions 
of Men, and the Conſequences of them; who 
being all born with the Effects of the Sin of 
their firſt Patent, by Reaſon of which they are 

prone to Vice, and liable to Error; and the 
1 Joh, v. hole World lying in the wicked one, as Sc. John 
19. tells us, or under the Influence of the wicked 
Spirit; the Time or Period from the firſt Sin to 
the laſt Tranſgreſſion may be called evil. But 

| beſides 


T2 
beſides this, 4 Time is evil in a ſpecial Senſe, 
when Iniquity is advanced to a full Stature; 
when the Meaſure of Sin is ready to over- 
flow, and the Judgments of God are beginning 
to afflict and puniſh the Offenders. Such 
was the Condition of the old World in the 


Days of Noah, when all Fleſh had corrupted his Gen: vi. 


Way, and God had determined to deſtroy them 
with a Flood Such the Condition of the 
Jewiſh State in the Days of Eli, when none 


12,17, 


1 Sam iii. 


was fit to ſtand before God but the Child Sa- 1 


muel, and the Glory of the Lord was ready to 
depart from a wicked People. And ſuch the 
Condition of the ſame Nation in the Time of 
Chriſt, when Children were moved by the Spi- 


rit of God to ſay, Hoſanna to the Son of David, Mar.xxi. 


and pay the Honours, and perfect the Praiſe, 
which their Prieſts, their Elders, and their Rulers 
denied him. 

At ſuch Junctures Error and Sin, which 
have long sculked in the deep Receſſes of the 
Heart and Mind, uſurp the Privilege of Righ- 
teouſneſs and Truth, and ſhew themſelves open- 
ly and confidently to the World. The Cor- 
ruption of the Jews was great and univerſal in 
Chriſt's Days, and his Succeſſors the Apoſtles; 
The chief of the Prieſts were Sadducees or 

| Infidels 


15, 16. 
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Infidels in the great Articles of the Reſurrection 
of the Body, Immortality of the Soul, and 
Rewards and Puniſhments in another Life. 
The contrary Sect, which confeſſed theſe, yet 
had no Faith in the Son of God; no Belief, 
that the Words he ſpake, were the Doctrines of 
Truth; nor the Miracles he wrought, the Effects 
and Demonſtration of Divine Power. The 
Letter of the Law was retained and appealed to 
by both Parties, but the Spirit loſt or greatly 
| perverted with their own Opinions. And 
howſoever they differed in other Matters, yet 
in this they agreed, to oppoſe Chrift, perſecute 
the Church, and ſuppreſs the Goſpel at its firſt 
Appearance and Publication to the World. The 
Greatneſs of Mind which Religion inſpires, was 
ſunk into Covetouſneſs, and a mean Concern 
for the chief Places in public Aſſemblies, and a 
Share in the Eſteem and Praiſes of Men. For 
theſe Ends, and not for the Honour of Al- 
mighty God, their ſpiritual Profit, and the 
ood of others, did they frequently faſt, diſ- 
= their Countenances, offer up Prayers, 
diſtribute Alms, and perform the outward and 
viſible Part of. Religion and Virtue cheriſhing 
the Sins at the ſame Time which they ſeemed 
to mortifiez breaking the Commandments of 
| the 


(7) | 
the God they worſhipped ; and purchaſing the 
Name of bountiful and good, by relieving 
the: Poor with the Spoils of the Rich, and the 
Fruits of their Hypocriſie. For their Heart was 
proud while their Body was proſtrate ; their 
Faſts ended in devouring the Houſes of the 
Orphan and Widow ; their Zeal for Religion 
chiefly conſiſted in teaching for Doctrines the 
Traditions of Men; and the Treaſures of 
Knowledge were neglected and forgotten for 
the Sake of the Riches of this preſent World. 
This was the Condition of the better Sort, 
whoſe Lips were obliged to preſerve Know- 
ledge, and whoſe good Converſation ſhould 
have guided others in the Way of Virtue. And 
what was the State of the reſt of the Jews, whoſe 
Minds were inſtructed, and their Mariners form- 
ed by their Doctrine and Example? Can we 
poſſibly think that the Men of Parts, when the 
Doctors of the Law were Sceptics and lufidels, 
would turn Advocates for religious Truths, and 
employ their Wit in aſſerting and defending 
them? Was there any Hope that the Rich of 
this World would exchange their Treaſure for 
a better Intereſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
while the Keys were managed in the Hands 
of ſuch, whoſe Ambition and Covetouſneſs evi 
$1977 | _ ns 
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BY dently ſhewed, that they had little Concern 


for the Riches and Glory of another World, 
if they could but ſucceed in their Projects and 
Endeavours for obtaining the Preferments and 
Honours of this? Was there any Proſpect that 
Virtue and Truth ſhould flouriſh and abound, 
when external Forms were become the Condi- 
tions of obtaining Happineſs, and every Man's 
Opinion, howloever abſurd, howſoever influ- 
enced by the Force of Paſſion, and grounded 
on a weak and undiſciplined Mind, was the 
Light he walked by, and preſumed ſufficient 
to conduct him to it? And what Vice might 
not have been practiſed, according as the late- 
reſts and Complexions of Men directed and 
diſpoſed them, where the Fear of God and the 
Love of Vutue were not the chief and pre- 
vailing Principle? The State of the Nation at 
this Juncture is thus deſcribed by the Apoſtle 
St. Paul, There is none righteous, no not One : there 
is none that underſtandeth, and feeketh after God. 
. Their [hroat is an. open Sepulchre-z 
Their Mouth is full of Curſing and Bitterneſs. Their 
Feet are ſwift to ſhed Blood. Deſtruction and 
Miſery are in their Ways: and the Way of Peace 
have they not known. There. is no. Fear of God 
before. their Eyes. A State. that expreſſes the 

8 6 e 
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utmoſt Corruption, and ended at laſt in the 
Ruin of their Government, and the Captivity 
of the People. RIES 

But before the laſt and finiſhing Stroak of 
divine Juſtice, a Day of Grace was allowed to 
the Jews, Mercy interpoſed in the Son of God, 
and Salyation was offred from the approach- 
ing Evil and everlaſting Death, on the reaſon- 
able Terms of Repentance for Sin, Obedi- 
ence to Righteouſneſs, and Faith in Chriſt, 
whole Commiſſion was ſealed with the evi- 
dent Tokens of Divine Power, But few were 
qualified to receive the good Tidings, and 
comply with the Terms of Forgiveneſs and 
Salvation, but the Poor of the People, whoſe 
humble Condition would not admit of Schemes 
of Pleaſure and ambitious Views, which divert 
the Mind from better Purſuits. The Troubles 
they experienced, and the little Comfort they 
enjoyed here, diſpoſed them to attend to, and 
embrace the Promiſes of a better Life; for the 
Doctrine of the Croſs could be no Scandal ko 
Men inured to Poverty and Hardſhips, and void 
of the Paſſions of the proud and luxurious. 
And their lowly Minds being leſs infected 
with the Errors of the Age, than the rich and 
learned, were better diſpoſed to receive the 
. Light 
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both real poor, and mortified Perſons reduced 


C10) 


Light of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and believe the 


Teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt in the Wonders 
and Signs that were wrought by Him. For 
ſuch like Reaſons, as is very probable, and 
others known to the Wiſdom of God more 
than to Man, was the Goſpel received with 
the greateſt Succeſs by the Poor and Needy , 


yo i. as St. Paul ſays, Je ſee your Calling, Brethren, 
8, bow that not many wiſe Men after the Fleſh, not 


many mighty, not many noble, are called. But 
God bath choſen the fooliſh Things of the World to 
confound the wiſe; and God hath choſen the weak 
Things of the World, to confound the Things which 
are mighty; and baſe Things of the World, and 
Things which are deſpiſed, bath God choſen, yea, 
and Things which are not, to bring to nought Things 
that are. Nay, thele were the Perſons, the 
Salvation of whom, ſo far as appears, was 
principally intended by the coming of Chriſt, 
and his Preaching the Goſpel , 1 ſays he, 
in Anſwer to the Queſtion ſent him by John, 


Mart: xi. Co and ſhew John again thoſe Things which ye 


do hear and fee: the blind receive their Sight, 
and the lame wall; the Lepers are cleanſed, and 
the deaf hear; the dead are raiſed 1h, and the 
poor have the Gofpel preached to them; that is, 


—— 


1 | 

| in Spirit to the State of the Poor; and at- i 

cordingly we find that he choſe his Diſciples | 

out of poor Filhermen, | 
This was the Method which Chriſt took A 

to reform that corrupt and degenerate Age. | 

He preached to the Poor, to the lower Ranks 

and Orders of Men, who were beſt qualified 

to receive his Word. He founded the Goſpel 

in the Meckneſs and Simplicity of the poor 

and humble, that the Truth might aſcend 

| in Proceſs of Time to the Thrones of Prin- 

ces, like the great Deluge to the Tops of 

Mountains; and the Earth might be full of the ita. xi, 3 

Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters cover the 


Sea. : 

But, Secondly, In relation to our ſelves of N 
the preſent Age, who want the Demonſtrations . 
of divine Power that recommended the Mi- [ 


niſtry of the Son of God, the Education of 
Children is the beſt Means we can poſſibly | 
think of to prevent the Progreſs of Error ; 
and Sin. Experience convinces us of the 1 
great Difficulty of ſtriving with the Cor- 
ruptions and Inclinations of Men. An un- 1 
diſciplined Childhood produces an headſtrong 
and ungovernable Youth; for the mY 

„ 4 
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of Sin, which have not been reſtrained, in- 
creaſe in Strength as the Perſon advances in 
Age and Stature: and delude his Mind, which 
is yet unexperienced in the Nature of Things, 
with imaginary Proſpects and Hopes of Hap- 
pineſs: and influence his Paſſions, that are ſtrong 
and impetuous, to purſue Objects, which he 
is qualified to enjoy thro' Quickneſs of Senſe, 
and Vivacity of Nature, with the utmoſt Plea- 
ſure. It can hardly be expected that the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, a Doctrine of Self-denial, 
that lays a Reſtraint on theſe early Sallies of 

Senſuality and Sin, and comes upon Youth as. 
a North-wind on the forward Spring, ſhould 
be well received: except it be then, when 
preſent Diſtreſs, the Effect of Indulgence, and 
divine Grace co-operating with it, ſoftens his 
Heart, awakens Reflection, and renders him 
willing to attend to Truths, which by teach- 
ing him Patience under leſſer Troubles, pre- 
vent or remove the Occaſions of greater. 
If we proceed to Men of a middle Age, we 
ſhall generally find that their Habits are con- 
firmed, that they are fixed in Schemes of 
Profit and Pleaſure, and embrace Principles 
that are beſt fitted to their different Views 
and Manner of Life. The rich, who are 4 

0 
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of the Comforts of this World, will have 


little Reliſh of a ſpiritual Good they are not 


accuſtomed to, for the full Soul loatheth an Honey- Pro: 
comb, The wiſe and the learned, who build 7: 


on Opinions and. Righteouſneſs of their own, 
will hardly believe that the Greatneſs of their 
Knowledge can admit of Increaſe, or the 
Exactneſs of it of any Correction from the 


Skill of others: F ye were blind, ſaith Chriſt, john is; 
ye ſhould have no Sin: but now ye ſay, we ſee :** 


therefore your Sin remameth. And the Men of 
Buſineſs are diverted and amuſed, ſome with 
their Farms, others with their Cattle, and 
thoſe with their Merchandize. If we pro- 
ceed farther to Multitude of Years, the aged 
Sinner, whoſe Iniquities are mulciplied more 
than his Days, who ſtoops towards the Grave 
and Deſtruction together, and whoſe hoary 
Hairs ſhould be ourward Signs of Maturity in 
Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs, and Truth, will ſcorn 
to ſubmit to the Reproof of choſe, whole 
Number of Years is inferiour to his own, 
tho the Sum of their Knowledge and Virtue 
be greater. And ſhould Age and lufirmity, 
with other Events, diſpoſe any for the Im- 
preſſions of Grace, and the Work of Repen- 
tance, they are rather converted for their own 
| Sakes 
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Sakes than the good of Mankind ; having 
little Strength, Ability, and Leiſure to reform 
the World, which they are ready to forſake; 
and being only capable of making Amends 
for the Scandal of their Lives with a few, 
late, and ſorrowful Reflections, diſregarded 
by the Young, and conſidered by moſt as the 
Effect of Neceſſity, and not of Choice. 

The Hope then of amending a degenerate 
Age is principally placed in the Education of 
Children, whoſe Condition qualifies them to 
receive, obey, and preſerve Inſtruction: For 
there are no Errors in their naked Minds to 
obſtruct the Entrance of neceſſary Truth; nor 
any Vices rooted in their Souls, to divert 
the Will from the Practice of it; but their 
empty Faculties earneſtly call for their pro- 
per Accompliſhments; the Mind for Truth, 
to acquaint them with the Cauſe and End of 
their Being: the different Natures of Good and 
Evil: their Duty towards God, their Neigh- 
bour, and themſelves: and the Rewards and 
Puniſhments of another Life; and the Will 
and Affections, for the Power of Grace to 
ſtruggle with the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil: to turn away their Eyes from behold- 
ing Vanity, and their Ears from hearing and 
de- 


(15) 
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rance render them willing to ſubmit to the 
Authority, hearken to the Inſtructions, and 
obey the Commands of their Parents and 
Governoursz and their needy Souls are tena- 
cious of Knowledge, a Maturity in which is 
neceſſary to conduct them in their riper Years 
thro the Troubles of Life. 

The Hopes of Succeſs from theſe early 
Beginnings are great and promiſing. For 
Sin is unnatural to the Soul of Man, which 
was formed at the Beginning in the Likeneſs 
of God, or made to expreſs his Perfections 
in its own; but how 1s it poſſible to ex- 
preſs his Perfections without the Aſſiſtance of 


Vircue and Truth? The Devils are capable 


as well as Man of thinking, and willing, and 
erforming Acts in Conſequence of them 
wa doing nothing in the Light of Truth, 
and the Power of Virtue, are the dark Reverſe 
to the Beauty and Brightneſs of the Image of 
God. And in this Reſpe& the Children of 
Satan and the Children of God are frequently 
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oppoſed the one to the other; and Deſerters 
from Sin to the Church Militant are ſaid to 


recover the Image of God; Ye haye put off 


* the old Man with his Deeds, ſays the Apoſtle, 


and have put on the new Man, which is renewed 
in Knowledge, after the Image of him that created 
him. If then the Soul was created in the Like- 
neſs of God, if the State of Sin be' a State of 
Violence, if it tends and ſtruggles to recover 
this Likeneſs thro' the Power of Grace, and 
the Likeneſs conſiſts in Truth and Virtue, 


Eph: iv, as it is written, Put on the new Man, which 
** aſter God is created in Righteouſneſs and true 


"Holineſs, or, Holineſs of Truth: it will then 
follow, that the Soul was made for Virtue 
and Truth; that they are natural to it; that 
its Faculties crave them as their proper Ac- 
compliſhment; that the Soul of the Child 
will embrace and retain them, as the Stomach 
its Food ; will mix them with its Powers, and 
digeſt, and convert them into Life and Spirit, 
preventing thereby the Growth of Error, and 
the Habits of Sin; as wholſome Food ſub- 
dued and diſperſed thro' the ſeveral Parts and 
Channels of the Body, preſerves Health, en- 
. creaſes Strength, and advances the Child in the 
Falneſs of Time to the Stature of Man, 


Ir 
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Ie may ſo happen, that the Children of 


vicious and debauch'd Parents may be ſome- 
times born with a ſtronger Biaſs to Perverſe- 
neſs and Sin, than is uſually obſerved in 
young Children; they ſeem to go aſtray from 
the very Womb; they portend Miſchief to 
themſelves and others; and, like monſtrous 
Births, are the Shame and Reproach of choſe 
who begat them. Bur the greater Evil they 
threaten to the World, the greater Care muſt 
be taken to prevent it. This bad D ſpoſi- 
tion is ſtill the Diſeaſe and Aver ſion of the 
Soul, which naturally ſtruggles to conquer 
and expel it; for every thing ſtrives by 
an innate Power for its own Perfection; 
and wholeſome Diſcipline, ſupported by the 
Grace of Almighty God, which is ever ready 
to perfect his Work, and concurring with the 
inward Efforts of Narure, is a powerful Rc- 
medy, which the Principles of Sin cannot 
withſtand, if it be early applied, adminiſtered 
with Prudence, and repeated with Patience. 
It cannot be conceived that there is any Evil 
introduced by Sin, which has not an Anti- 
dote appointed of Providence, and fic to ſub- 
due it; for that God is willing to perfe& by 
Grace the Work begun in the Infancy of Man 

C appears, 
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appears from the Goodneſs of the Son of 
God, who embraced in his Arms and bleſ- 
ſed the Children who were brought unto 
Him; inſtructing us thereby, that the Al- 
mighty Arms are always open to receive 
Children, his Power ready to cover and pro- 


tect them, and his Bleſſing of Love to expel 


the Curſe to which they are ſubject as 
Children of Wrath. I ſpeak of thoſe that 
are taken into Covenant by ſolemn Rites, 
a Benefit enjoyed by the Children aſſembled 
in this Place of Worſhip. It any thing hin- 
ders their Proſperity and Happineſs, it is Man's 
fault, who __ to bring them, or endea- 
yours to Diſcountenance their coming to 
Chriſt; as ſlothful Parents, who think it ſuf- 
ficient to provide for the Backs and Bellies 
of their Children, without the Pains of in- 
ſtructing their Souls; careleſs Maſters, who 
are more intent on their own Profit than 
the Childrens Improvement ; vicious Parents, 
who hating Virtue and Religion chemſelves, 
and fearing Reproach from the better Life 
and Underſtanding of cheir Children, ſhew 
an averſcneſs ro their good Education; and 
injudicious Maſters, who are more ſollicitous 
to educate Youch for the Buſineſs of the 

World, 
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World, than adorn their Souls with ſpiritual 
Knowledge, or bring them to Chriſt, the Way 
and the Truth, Had the Parents neglected 
to have brought their Children to che Son of 
God, or the Apoſtles hindred them from 
coming to Him, He could not have embraced 
and bleſſed them as he did; but he approved 
the one, who were forward to bring them, in 
truſt of his Goodneſs ; and rebuked the other, 
whoſe miſtaken Zeal attempted to repel them; 
a Leſſon to the World, that God's Bleſſing 
is always ready to aſſiſt Children in propor- 
tion to their Wants; that nothing can prevent 
it but che Fault of Man; and that Man's 
Endeavours | rightly concurring. with divine 
Grace, are a ſufficient Remedy to prevent the 
Dominion of the Power of Sin in the Souls 
of Children moſt inclined to it. 

The Reaſon given by the Son of God for 


receiving Children is worth our conſidering ; 


Forbid them not, ſays He, for of juch is the Ring- ,, 


dom of God. Simplicity and Innocency, which 
qualifie Perſons for the Kingdom of Heaven, 
recommended them to Him. For, ſays He, 


Whofoever ſhall not receive the Kingdom of God ver. 15 


as a little Child, he ſhall not enter therein. And 


on another Occaſion; Except ye be converted, © 
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and become as little Children, ye ſhall not enter in- 
to the Kingdom of Heaven. Whoſoever therefore 
ſhall humble himfelf as this little Child, the ſame is 
greateſt in the Kingdom of Heaven. That is, it 


becomes the Saints to direct their Eyes to the 


Throne of Grace, and depend on God in Sim- 
plicity and Faith, being thoroughly ſenſible 


of their own Inſufficiency, for the future Bleſ- 


ſings of the Kingdom of Heaven: As the 
Eyes of Children wait on their Parents for 
the Goods and Neceſſaries of this preſent 
Life, without carking, and in full Confidence 
of their Care for them. And as Children are 
humble, having no Accompliſhments to give 
an Occaſion to Conceit and Vanity; no 
Knowledge of their Birth and Quality to 
make them proud, and Deſpiſers of others; 
no Envy at their Fellows Happineſs; no Am- 
bition and Deſire after Honour, Riches, and 
Reputation, which have no Place in their 
childiſh Underſtandings; and no malicious 
and deſtruct ve Defigns on the Perſon, Peace, 
and Proſperity of their Neighbour; and as no 
Calamities and Troubles of Life ariſe from 
ſimple and infirm Infants; ſo thoſe whom 
the Widom and Goodneſs of God has ap- 
pointed Heirs of his heavenly Kingdom, are 
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all adorned with this humble, innocent, and 


child- like Diſpoſition, that excludes the Grounds. 
and Occaſions of Strife, and ſecures the Peace 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. And if Men in 


Age, Stature, and Knowledge, muſt be fiſt 


reduced to the Meekneſs, Innocence, and De- 
pendance of Babes, before they can hope to 


receive the Rewards and Honours of Heaven, 


it is no wonder that the Son of God, the 


Heir and Ruler of his Fathers Kingdom, 


ſhould embrace Children with ſo great Af- 


fection, and ſhed his Bleſſing on their tender 


Souls, as moſt fitly diſpoled for the Power of 


Grace in this preſent Life, and the beſt quali- 


fied in reſpe& of their Simplicity for his 


choiceſt Bleſſings in his Reign of Glory. 
Since then Children are tree from the Pre- 
judices and Paſſions, that retard or hinder the 


Improvement of the Adulc in Virtue and 


Truth; ſince their Souls are cleanſed in the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm from the bad Effects of 
their native Pollution, and the Soil is prepared 


for the Seeds of Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs, and 


Truth; ſince they naturally crave them as the 
firſt Appearances of the Image of God, for 
which they were created, as the Pledges of: 
Perfection and their future Happineſs, _ 

their 


( 22 

their Light and Strength to conduct them 
fafe through the Tryals and Difficulties of this 
preſent Life; ſince they are fit Subjects of the 
Favour and Bleſſing of Almighty God, which 
He therefore beſtows, that the Innocency and 
Simplicity in which He delights, may be al- 
ways retained, and continually improving ; 
Can any one ſay, that the Souls of Children 
are not diſpoſed for the Impreſſions of Grace, 
more than the Wills and Underſtandings of 
Men ? Nor the greateſt Hopes of reforming 
the Wickedneſs of a degenerate Age, placed 
in their early and good Education ? If chis be 
performed, Virtue and Knowledge ſteal into 
the World without Obſervation ; the Work of 
the Spirit goes on and proſpers, without the 
Noiſe, Oppoſicion, and Strife, which Perſons 
meet with, who attack the Vices and Errors 
of Men; or like Solomon's Temple, without 
the Noiſe of Axes and Hammers. The Foun- 
dation of Religion is laid in the Depth or 
Beginnings of Man, and there is great Hope 
it will come to Perfection in the Fulneſs of 
his Stature; is laid in the Dawnings of the next 
Age, and before its Decline will probably be 
finiſh'd in Beauty and Strength. Were This 
carefully and univerſally practiſed, it could 


not 
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not be long ere the World would be aſtoniſh- 
ed to find it ſelf righteous, and Goo ducſs and 
Truth would bring up the Rear, and ſupplant 
the Folly of former Generations. Bu- ſiace 
ſuch a Bleſſing cannot be looked for, while Pa- 
rents and Guardians have leſs Concern for the ſpi- 
ritual Welfare of their Children and Minors, than 
they have for their temporal, I ſhall ſhew, 


Thirdly, That the Reformation of a corrupt 
and degenerate Age is more to be expected 
from the Children of the Poor, than the 
Children of the Rich. In reſpe& of the Chil- 
dren, their Circumſtances are alike in Nature 
and Grace, being both capable of moral Im- 
provements, and che Bleſſing of God. But 
the Difference lies in the Difference of Edu- 
cation. The Rich and the Honourable, who 
have ſpent their Time in a Circuit of Pleaſure, 
or the reſtleſs purſuit of Power and Wealth, 
are apt to train and bring up their Children 
with che ſame Views which themſelves have 
entertain d, and the ſame Taſte of faſhionable 
Pleaſure which they have long delighted in. 
Their greateſt Concern is to give them the 
Accompliſhments which may pleaſe and re- 
commend them to Men of Character, influ- 

ence, 
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ence, and power, and qualifie them for Truſts, 
Profits, and Honours, which they hope their 
Birth and Merit may procure them. In this 
Management it is natural to think that their 
Principles are framed and calculated for their 
Intereſt, and Truth and Religion are ſo far im- 
preſſed as they do not interfere with their ſe- 
veral Views. Bur the Caſe is otherwiſe with 
the Poor and Indigent; their contracted Cir- 
cumſtances will not admit of Schemes of Di- 
verſion, and Projects of Greatneſs. Their real 
Wants are the Meaſure of their Cares. The 
ſupplying of theſe is their conſtant Employ- 
ment. And they have no Views for their 
Children after them, but to gain a plain and 
honeſt Subſiſtence. In this Condition, to leſ- 
ſen the Toils which the Wants of their Chil- 
dren daily create them, and open the Proſpect 
of a better Subſiſtence than themſelves can 
give, they are willing and ready to conſign 
them to the Care and Management of ſuch, 
whoſe diſintereſted Zeal for the Glory of God 
and the Good of Souls will give them an uſe- 
ful and religious Education; an Education, 
that conſecrates the firſt Fruits of their Vears 
to the Service of God, as a Pledge and Ear- 
neft of their whole Life, and provides next 


for 
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for their bodily Wants and future Subſiſtence, by 
putting them into a Condition to get their Living 


by honeſt Induſtry; fulfilling thereby the Pre- 


cept of Chriſt, Seek, ye firſt the Kingdom of God, Mar. vi 
and his Righteouſneſs, and all theſe Things, that is, 


Food and Raiment, and the Neceſſaries of Life, 
ſhall be added unto you. | 
There is nothing here that obſtruts the 
Deſign of the pious Benefactors. The Chil- 
dren themſelves having no Hopes of a better 
Proviſion from their needy Parents, will pay 
the more ready and chearful Obedience to 
their good Inſtructors. And the poor Parents 
knowing the Good which che Children receive, 
and will probably reap in proceſs of Time 
and their own inability to inſtruct their Souls, 
and timely provide for their temporal Happi- 
neſs; and the Will and Capacity of their Pa- 
trons and Maſters to perform every thing that 
their Wants call for; will uſe their Authority, 
not to diſcourage, but perfect the Work which 
they are piouſly doing, and ſupply the Want 
of a greater Service, by compelling their Chil- 
dren, when they prove remiſs, to ſubmit to ſo 
prudent and wholſome a Diſcipline. By this 
Education they are taught their Duty in Sim- 
plicity and Plainneſs, without reſerve and the 
D corrupt 
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corrupt Mixture of worldly Policy; and may 
bleſs God for the Meanneſs of their Circum- 
ſtances, which ſo well fits them for the ſincere 
Milk of Righteouſneſs and Truth. Crs 
If chere be any Hope of reforming the Age, 
where doth it appear with more Probability 
than in this Undertaking? The Meanneſs of 
the Perſons, their low Station, their Want of 
Intereſt when they come to Age, and apparent 
Unfi:neſs to influence Perſons of ſuperior Sta- 
tion, is no real and ſolid Objection to ſuch 
Expectations. The Goſpel ar fiſt was prin- 
cipally received by the Poor and Simple, yet 
aſcended at laſt, thro their exemplary Good. 
nels and God's Grace, and that at a Time 
when Miracles were rare, to the Orators, 
Lawyers, Cricics, and Philoſophers; and to 
ſumm up all, to their very Emperors. Their 
Prayers, Patience, Fidelity and Virtue were of 
great Force with Almighty God to convert 
Enemies into Friends and Protectours; and the 
like Effect may ſtill be preſumed to be capa- 
ble of following the like Behaviour in the Poor 
and Humble. Let us not then deſpair, but the 
Word of God may as well reform as convert the 
World in the Dreſs of Poverty, in which it appear- 
ed in the Perſon of Chriſt; and the Feet of the 
Poor, 
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Poor, and the Steps of the Needy, may tread I's * 


down the Empire of Sin and Satan, as well 
as Babylon, And if the Treaſure hid in theſe 
earthen Veſſels, the Children of the Poor, be 
concealed from any, it is hid to them whom the 


God of this World hath blinded and deluded. 


Fourthly and Laſtly, The Prophecy of the 
Text is partly fulfilled, and Salvation wrought 
to the Children of the Poor by ſuch Edu- 
cation. He ſhall fave the Children of the Needy, 
ſays the P/almiſt. For they are ſaved and de- 
livered from the Vices and Errors of the pre- 
ſent Age, from the fatal Contagion that is 
ſpreading apace thro every Rank and Con- 
dition of Men, from Infidelity in thoſe, Pro- 
phaneneſs in theſe, and Indifference in others. 
They are ſaved and delivered by the Son of 
God, working on their Souls by the immedi- 
ate Impreſſions of his Holy Spirit, or exciting 
generous. and compaſſionate Minds to ſnatch 
them as a Brand out of the midſt of the Fire ; 
to refcue them from Sin, as a Remnant pre- 
ſerved to lay the Foundation of better Times, 
and convey Simplicity to ſucceeding Ages. 
Thus did He deliver the Children of the us, 
who were poor and afflicted, by the Hebrew 
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Midwives, Thus did He fave and exalt Mo- 


ſes, the Hopes of his People, and the Avenger 
of their Wrongs, by the merciful Daughter 


of the cruel Pharaoh, bringing Sweetneſs out of 


the Strong, and curing the Wound with the 
Sword which gave ir. And what Honour 


is it to be thus employ'd, like the Son of 


God, in Works of Salvation, while others are 
buſie and ſubtle to corrupt, like the great De- 
ſtroyer? What Honour is it to the worth 

Gentlemen, who ſo happily began, and ſo well 
have conducted this important Project, to 
take the Work of Almighty God into Their 
Patronage; to build on the Foundations of 
Nature and Grace, which himſelf has laid; to 
contribute their Care to rear That to the Sta- 
ture of Man which was formed an Infant; to 
water the Seeds of Virtue and Knowledge, 
hidden in the Soul, and make it delightful 
like the Garden of God, the heavenly Paradiſe? 
Go on, my Brethren, in the Work of the 
Lord, which proſpers in your Hands; the 
Lord is with you, and your Reward is with 
Him. Who can tell, but the Life you pro- 


long, the Comforts you convey, and the Grace 


you procure to theſe poor Innocents, may be 
found at laſt in Multitude of Days and —1 
| Wen 
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neſs of Bleſſing on your ſelves and your Poſte- 
rity? Who can tell but your own Iſſue ma 
riſe like the Cedar, and ſpread like the Oak, 
for your tender Care of theſe Lillies of the 
Valley which the Lord delights in. - 

The Increaſe of the Poor in theſe difficult 
Times enlarges your Province. Your Faith- 
fulneſs in 4 lutle has procured you much; Go 
on and proſper, and gain you Authority over 
many Cities. Let the Rich rejoice that he is 
made low, if his Children be brought under 
your Tuitionz and the Poor remember his 
Poverty no more, who feels his Proſperity in 
the Kindneſs you ſhew to his helpleſs Pro- 
geny. 

Since then the Harveſt is great, and the 
Work proſperous, and the Proſpect of Advan- 
tage large and inviting, let us all concur to 
forward this Deſign z the faithful Truſtees by 
continuing their Care; the generous Contri- 
bucors by ſeaſonable Supplies; and the watchful 
Maſters, by the various Methods of improving 
Youth in Virtue and Knowledge. Who can 
tell but well educated Children may cry 


Hoſanna to the Son of David, When the Learn- Mau w. 


ed and the Aged will not acknowledge Him, 


or conſpire to betray Him. Or ſhould Sin pre- 
ey) vail, 
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vail, and the Miniſters of the Word be forced 
to complain like the Prophet Jeremiah, faying, 


Surely theſe are poor, they are fooliſh: For they 


— know not the Way of the Lord, nor the Judgment of 


their God. I will get me unto the great Men, and 
will ſpeak, unto them; for they have known the Way 
of the Lord, and the Judgment of their God: but theſe. 
have altogetber broken the Yoke, and burſt the Bonds. 
Should this be the State and Condition of the 
Church, and Children be neglected, the Rem- 
nant left to glorifie God by a good Education 
in Times of Defection, That may be fulfilled 
which Chriſt affirmed in a like Caſe; ſaying, 


Lak. xix. I tel you, that if theſe ſhould bold their Peace, 


the Stones would immediately cry out. 
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